
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 9
The flood waters have lowered and dry land has appeared.  Noah and his family leave their Ark home of the last months and 
step out on the earth again.  We will discover in Genesis 9 that a number of things in the world have changed since this flood 
and sadly that some things have not.

Genesis 9:1-7 - New Charge To Humanity

This is is very reminiscent of God’s charge to Adam in the beginning of Genesis.  Noah is fulfilling the role of the 
new Adam - God’s man on the earth entrusted with its stewardship and management.  God blesses Noah and gives 
certain charges to him and his family which are the same as they were to Adam, and some things have changed.

Same: Be fruitful
Multiply
Fill the earth

Different: Animals will fear humans
“Every moving thing that is alive” shall be food (as opposed to just plants/trees)
Do not eat flesh with its blood
Whoever takes another human’s will have their own life taken

Q - What do you think about these changes?

Genesis 9:8-17 - God’s Covenant With Humanity

When God first called Noah to build the ark, He had promised to make covenant with him (Genesis 6:18). This is the 
moment when that happens.  Let’s remember what we have already learned about “covenants”

“A covenant is a solemn and binding agreement between two or more parties to do or not do certain things. 
 Covenant (Hebrew: berith) is the primary way that the LORD will work and interact with humans in 
Scripture and His covenant with Noah, his family and the creation itself is the first of its kind after the 
downfall of humanity.

The basic pattern of a Biblical covenant is this:  I (the LORD) will do (this) for you if you, (human), agree 
to do/not do (this).  Things will be good if you obey, and things will not go well if you break the terms.  A 
unique element to making a covenant with God is that He is always able to keep His end of the agreement!”

This first covenant is unique because it does not include a binding term for humans to keep.  It is as if Noah’s 
faithfulness has already impressed this covenant making God.  God promises to Noah (and all humans after him) and 
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the animals that He will never send a earth-destroying flood again.  For us living today we have likely become 
familiar with this promise and don’t think about it much - but think about Noah and his family as they begin their 
new lives in this new world.

Can’t you just imagine their concern or anxiety being soothed as God makes this promise?  They had just lived 
through this flood and experienced first hand its devastation and power.  Perhaps they were fearful that if they or 
their descendants sinned, God would send another flood.  Did they worry that this was going to become a normal 
occurrence?  Did they dread that the God of Creation was going to make this a common event?

Those questions and fears are answered with this covenant promise.  

Noah’s family steps into this new world and God promises to never flood the earth like this again.  And he sets the 
rainbow in the sky as an eternal reminder of this promise.  The next time the skies grew dark and rain clouds 
formed, humans had know way of knowing when the rain would stop - yet it would and the colors in the sky would 
remind them that it was only a passing shower - God is faithful.  Eventually they would learn the new rhythms of 
the weather patterns and their anxiety would be washed away. 

Don’t you just love how gracious God is to do this?  Rather than having the creation live in fear of his next 
unknown outburst of anger or judgment, the God of the rainbow wants His creation to live in peace, knowing He is 
not fickle, but faithful.  When we see the rainbow in the sky get excited and we may even recite these verses, 
remembering this chapter but we have no way of understanding how much these bows of color stretched out in the 
heavens must have meant to Noah and his family.

Genesis 9:18-19 - Noah’s Descendants

As we mentioned above, Noah is a new Adam in some sense and his children, Shem, Ham, and Japheth will be the 
families that will repopulate and fill the earth.  Every single human that has lived after the flood is related to 
Noah and would trace their family line back to one of his sons.

Genesis 9:20-24 - Boys Will Be Boys? Sinners Will Sin!

You can take the sin out of the world but you cant take sin out of the heart of man.

Noah got drunk, something that was likely not good - but the text doesn’t have time to address this sin because of 
the egregious nature of what happened next.  Noah, working his vineyard, drinks too much and lays in his tent and 
“uncovers himself” to cool off.

His son Ham walks by, sees his father naked and then likely didn’t turn away in embarrassment or disgusted by an 
accidental glance. Instead he goes and tells his brothers outside what he saw and perhaps even invited them to take 
a look.  Rather than dishonoring their father like Ham did, Shem and Japheth “walked backwards” and covered their 
father up with a garment, “so they did not see their father’s nakedness”.  Even in Noah’s foolishness, his two older 
sons honored their father.
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NET Bible Note: “It is hard for modern people to appreciate why seeing another's nakedness was such an 
abomination, because nakedness is so prevalent today. In the ancient world, especially in a patriarchal 
society, seeing another's nakedness was a major offense. Besides, Ham was not a little boy wandering into 
his father's bedroom; he was over a hundred years old by this time.”

Ham sinned by looking inappropriately at his father.  Ham also sinned by dishonoring him in his thoughts/heart and 
inviting his brothers to do the same.  Noah wasn’t perfect, but his son acted in a deliberately evil way. 

Here we go again.

(Side Note: some have suggested Ham actually committed a homosexual act on his father but the text tells us he “saw” the nakedness 
of his father and told his brothers.  This is not the same phrase as the “uncovering of nakedness” forbidden in Leviticus 18.)

Genesis 9:24-29 - The Cursing Of Canaan Because Of Ham

The consequence upon Ham is that his son, Canaan, will be cursed.  At the same time of this cursing, Noah “blesses” 
his two older sons Shem and Japheth.  Because of the sin of Ham his child Canaan and Canaan’s descendants will be 
cursed and shall be the “servant of servants” (a very low position).  Shem will be “blessed of the LORD” and will 
rule over Canaan.  Japheth is also blessed and Noah asks that God would “enlarge” Japheth (give him much land and 
descendants) and also will rule over Canaan.

This instance of blessing and cursing will be modeled elsewhere in Genesis by the patriarchs we will meet.  There 
was a seriousness and power to the words of the fathers on behalf of God over their children.  These “blessings” 
and “curses” weren’t hopes or wishes, they would become prophetic pronouncements over their lives and futures.

Illustrating this, we will learn in Genesis and in Exodus and beyond that Abraham and his descendants, the 
children/nation of Israel are from the line of Shem and will inherit, invade and rule over the land of the 
“Canaanites” - the very descendants of Ham that are cursed by Noah here in Genesis 9.  The Canaanites will become 
idol worshippers and though it would take many years and generations, Shem’s people will rule over them.  This 
entire story goes back to this moment.

God wants the modern human reader to be clear - there won’t be another flood of water to wipe out all living things - but 
there is still a consequence to sin.  Though He made a general and full clearing of evil intentions and sin with the flood, 
evil still resides in the heart of humans.

You can take the sin out of the world but you cant take sin out of the heart of man.

So ultimately God will be at work, not to create a world without any flaws but instead craft a plan to save humans from 
what really ills them - their own inner desire and propensity to evil and rebellion towards God.  The human race needs help - 
the human race needs saving - and God’s plan doesn’t involved another ark that we need to build to bring salvation - instead 
God is going to send a savior.  We don’t need to start cutting down trees to build a boat, we need to look to the one who died 
on the tree who only is our hope.
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